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closed shop. The two issues are closely 
related. If the shop remains an open one, 
only workers who do not join the union 
will receive merits. In that case, workers 
will not be encouraged to join UE, and 
the union will lose any security it has 
gained. , 

Other UE members from around the 
country are in full support of the women 
at WESCO. They have organized buses 
to the picket line after work hours. These é ; : pan , “ $ 
union members, from 7 other major || 20 0 97 VEE Soa: \ ONY r} 


industries in Franklin County, have all Ses AY 
threatened to strike if Kugell hires scabs. ae WIE Q7A\ 
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In Franklin County, Ma., a rural area 
with a population of 60,000, women 
workers from a small electrical compo- 
nants plant, WESCO, have become 
“unionized after a long struggle; only 
11% of the female labor force is union- 
ized in this country. In 1976, elections 
took place at WESCO and the union, 
United Electrical Workers, lost by only 2 
votes. When it was acknowledged that 
the “group leaders”, who had been talk- 
ing with management, had also voted, 
UE took their case to the National Labor 
Relations Board to have the vote ruled 
invalid. After a couple of years in the 
courts, they were sucessful, and another 
election was held. 

This time, the union won. However, it 
has been a struggle ever since to get the 
owner of this one-man operation, Bob 
Kugell, to recognize the: union. Now 


Despite the fact that the county could 
face a major labor crisis, local govern- 
ment has refused to make a commit- 
ment to take part in the negotiations. But 
the community is supportive. WESCO 
workers receive discounts from local 
stores. Restaurants in town supply soup 
and hot beverages at the Union Hall so 

“people can warm up before getting to 
the picket line. And the local newspaper 
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contract negotiations, which have been 
sping on since February, have broken 
| own and WESCO workers are on strike. 
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Approximately 85 women are employ- 

ed at WESCO and most do piecework. 
Many have been working there for 10 or 
20 years earning wages that range from 
$2.90 to $4.20. Not only are their wages 
tremendously low, but, as in most shops, 
job benefits are essentially non-existent. 
There are no paid sick days at WESCO. 
For the first year of employment, work- 
ers gain 5 vacation days. It is not until 5 
years of employment have passed that it 
stretches to 10 days. Overtime is manda- 
tory. The company can call for work on 
holidays. There is no sickness or accident 
insurance. - 

There are no guaranteed pay raises at 
WESCO because a merit system is used 
as a wage guide. In fact, Krugell’s refusal 
to abandon the merit system is one of the 
issues that has forced workers off the job 
and onto the picket line. While walking 
that line, I talked with a woman who has 
worked at WESCO for 10 years with no 
merits to show on her work record. This 


is because she is diabetic and has had to” 


take sick days every year. She feels that 
she has done a good job on the assembly 


line and has worked overtime whenever, 


it has been requested of her. 
Womenat the shop who have histoncal- 
ly been pro-union and who have been 
organizing other workers in the shop 
have been denied merits. Women who 
maintain a deferential attitude toward 
Kugell himself as he strolls through the 
shops on his daily rounds have also been 
denied pay increases. The large majority 
of women who have gained merits or 
who have climbed the ladder to positions 
of superiority are relatives or family 
friends of Kugell’s. Before the decision 
was made to strike, 12 women filed 6 
grievances with the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, charging unnecessary har- 
rassment and favoritism by superiors. 
The other issue that has forced workers 
to strike is Kugell’s refusal to recognize a 


has published a favorable editorial in 
support of the strikers. 

Bob Kugell’s lawyer tries to lay the 
blame on “firebrands in the shop and in 
particular women who divorce their 
husbands.” Here once again the victim is 
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blamed for a situation beyond her con- 
trol. “Unskilled” single mothers and wo- 
men have few choices. They should be 


Three Black Women 
Attacked 


On September 29, in Russell’s Liquor 
Store on Main Street in Amherst, three 
Black women trying to make a purchase 
were arrested. 

According to Suman Bohm, Third 
World Women’s Advocate at Every- 
woman’s Center, UMass, the women 
were verbally harrassed by store em- 
ployees, physically assaulted by Amherst 
police, and then dragged through the 
Streets, screaming that they were not 
resisting, to police headquarters. Their 
rights were not read to them and they 
were not allowed any phone calls. 

The women--Ada Griffin, a Hamp- 
shire College student; Gina Stevens, an 
Amherst College student; and Sheila 
Johnson, the librarian at Amherst Col- 
lege-- had asked to see the manager of 
the store over the clerks behavior to- 
ward them, which had been unnecessar- 
ily rude while completing the transaction. 
The clerk responded by accusing Gina 
of stealing the liquor they had just bought. 
Other store employees responded to his 
accusation by retaining the women in 
the store while they called the police. 

The police questioned the women in 
an aggressive manner. Ada told them 
they were being very racist; in return for 
this she was pushed into a wine rack bya 
police officer. Another man threw the 
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95-pound student on the floor, and sat 
on her back. She and Gina were hand- 
cuffed and subsequently dragged off. 

When questioned, Russell’s employees 
refused to comment, saying “We don’t 
want to get ourselves in trouble.” Bill 
Russell wouldn't discuss the matter ei- 
ther: “I wasn’t there.” 

Amherst Police Chief Donald Maia 
also refused to comment on the incident 
and the role police played in it. 


At the pre-trial hearing on Oct. 24, the 
trial date was set for Nov. 21. All support- 
ers are strongly urged to attend. for info, 
call Suman Bohm at 545-0883. 


supported for being able to take care of 
themselves and their children, indepen- 
dently. Instead, they get harrassed for 
knowing what they need and how to go 
about getting it. 

There have been two mediation meet- 
ings within the past two weeks with 
representatives from the union, WESCO 
and the Federal Mediation and Concil- 
iation Service. Kugell was present for 
the first session only, his first appearance 
at a bargaining session for 6 months. 
Talks are deadlocked, as management 
refuses to recognize union security and 
the removal of the merit raise system. 
The NLRB is moving very slowly in their 
investigation of unfair labor practice 
charges filed by the union. Federal in- 
tervention in this strike has failed so far. 

Meanwhile, on the picket line, tension 
is mounting. Recently police have begun 
wearing. helmets, carrying nightsticks 


| and escorting non-striking workers 


(approximately numbering 15) through 
the picket line. Altogether 4 strikers 
have been arrested for disorderly con- 
duct since the strike began 18 days ago. 
These charges stem from such action as 
standing in the way of scabs and scratch- 
ing ,a company vehicle with a nail. It’s 
worth noting here that, on the first day of 
the strike, Kugell literally drove into the 
picket line. He was not arrested, al- 
though he sent two strikers to the 
hospital. 


By all predictions, WESCO women will 
still be on strike for quite a long time. , 
They need all the support they can get; ° 
people to walk the picket line, fund- 

raising projects, and general letters of 
support. Call the WESCO Strike Sup- 
port Committee if you are interested in 
helping out. They can be reached 
through Dierdre Scott at 369-4455 or Pat 
Johnson at 774-4745. 
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News Briefs 


National, Local Rapes 
on Rise 


According to the new FBI uniform 
crime report, rape and aggravated as- 
sualt rose 11% across the nation from 
last year’s statistics. 

However, in Springfield, Massachu- 
setts, the number of rapes rose from 36 
in the first six months of 1978 to 53 in the 
same period of 1979-an increase of 
47%. 

Springfield Police Chief Paul J. Fenton 
blamed the increase in rapes, thefts and 
crimes against property on a shortage of 
policemen. 

Fenton is hoping for a “positive effect” 


on the crime rate when 35 new police-_. 


men, recently approved by the City 
Council, are added to the Springfield 
force. 


Women Protest 
Pornography 


On October 20, 5,000 women, includ- 
ing many from Western Mass, gathered 
at Columbus Circle in New York and 
marched through the Times Square dis- 
trict to a rally in Bryant Park to protest 
pornography in the media and violence 
against women. 

Organized by Women Against Pornog- 
raphy, a N.Y. based group, the march 
and rally were planned to draw public 
attention to, and raise public awareness 
of, the violent and degrading images of 
women on billboards, in movies, mag- 
azines, books and other sources. WAP is 
firmly and publicly not pro-censorship— 
and they clearly state that they are not 
anti-sex. Awareness and private extra- 
legal action, not legislation, are the chan- 
nels they hope will bring about change. 


New Rape Law 
To Be Tested 


Actress Carrie Snodgrass’ charge that 
she was raped. by rock musician Jack 
Nitzsche will lead to the first testing of 
California’s new law against “rape by 
instrumentality.” 

Ms. Snodgrass alleges that Nitzsche 
broke into her house, threatened her 7 
year old son, frightened away visitor 
Paul Williams, and violated her with a 
pistol barrel. 

Until recently, rape was interpreted to 
cover violation by the male organ only. 
However, after the 1974 TV movie “Born 
Innocent,” which depicted the rape ofa 
young girl by four others with a broom- 
stick, several imitative rapes were 
committed. 
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Women’s music, as well as highly tuned comments on feminist 
culture, are alive and well and highly appreciated: Meg Christian 
gave a sold-out performance at Chapin Hall, Mt. Holyoke College 

last month. 


While the court refused to find broad- 


_casters liable, California did pass a law 


which went into effect January 1, ex- 
tending the rape law to include assault 
with an “instrument.” 

Nitzsche, who has pleaded innocent of 
charges including burglary, false im- 
prisonment, assault with a deadly weap- 
on and assault with intent to murder, is 
free on $5,000 bail. 


Nestle’s Boycott 


Continues 


Why boycott Nestle's? 

Because: 10 million Third World babies 
fed on infant formula suffer “bottle baby 
disease” every year. 

Because: since infant formula in poor 
countries can cost up to 60% of family 
income, mothers are forced to dilute it 
and babies starve. 

Because: ifa woman is convinced to stop 
breast feeding, within a week her milk 
can dry up and she is forced to rely on 
formula—Nestle’s free samples often 
“hook” a mother on formula. 

Because: for over 8 years nutritionists, 
doctors and consumer groups have pre- 
sented reports to Nestle’s, showing how 
their promotion is contributing to “baby 
bottle disaster.” 

For information, contact Hartford 
INFACT by calling Roberta at 525-1163; 
Cambridge INFACT by calling Lois at 
491-5314. 


Pornography King 
Convicted 


Mike Thevis, who built a $100 million 
pornography empire from a string of 
Atlanta, Ga. bookstores, has been con- 
victed by a federal jury of racketeering 
and murder conspiracy. 

He had been attempting to burn out 
competitors in an effort to gain control of 
the pornography industry. 
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Collective Statement 


CALENDAR deadline is November 15. All 
calendar and announcement listings are 
free. For more information call 545-0883. 
ADVERTISING deadline is November 18. 
For Display rates and information, call 
584-1740. 


SUBMISSION deadline is November 15. 


Try to keep articles under 5 pages, and 
double-spaced, pleasel We can't guarantee 
we will print all submissions; this dicision 
is collectively made. Submissions accom- 
panied with a SASE will be returned within 
3 months. Due to space limitiations, we 
sometimes have to postpone publication 
of articles. All major editorial changes are 
made in conjunction with the author. Any 
questions, ideas-- call 545-0883 on tues. 
or thurs. mornings. 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS! 
GRAPHIC ARTISTS! 


We need your help for coverage of 
events. If you would like to share that 
fine womanenergy and contribute, cail 
the VWV office, 545-0883, Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings and ask for 
Marcia. 


The Valley Women’s Voice is founded 
on the principles of feminist advocacy 
journalism. We are committed to providing 
a forum for all women to discuss ideas, 
publicize women’s resources and events, 


and celebrate our heritage, as well as 


advocating social change. As a collective 


we air toward exploring a non-hierarchical; 
structuve while also recognizing leadership 
skills of individuals within the group. 

We welcome work from alt women 
writers, artists, and poets. Material we feel 
to be racist, sexist or homophobic won't be 
publiched. Articles should have a definite 
connection to women’s issues, and/or a 
feminist analysis. We particularly welcome 
coverage on lesbian, Third World, and 
poor women’s issues. 
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Mother Teresa Wins 
Nobel Prize 


Mother Teresa, internationally known 
for her work with Calcutta, India’s poor 
and dying, has been awarded the 1979 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

She is the first Indian citizen to win the 
prize and the sixth woman to win since 
the prize’s inception in 1901. 

In 1947, Mother Teresa moved to 
Calcutta to work with India’s poorest 
people. She founded a home for the 
dying in 1952. i 

This year’s prize money is $190,000, 
which Mother Teresa will use to further 
her work. 


Children Tortured 


50 to 100 children were killed in the 
Central African Empire earlier this year, 
says Amnesty International—-whipped, 
beaten, bayonetted or sufficated to death 
-for protesting against school uniform 
regulations. 

In a recently released report, the inde- 
pendent human rights organization out- 
lined horror stories of 35 children sep- 
arated from their parents, imprisoned, 
tortured, and even murdered-all by their 
own governments. 

An estimated 5,000 children in Ethiopa 
were slaughtered in December, 1977 ina 
3 month reign of terror. In Indonesia, 
many young people have spent virtually 
half their lives in prison, held without 
charge or trial. 

Cases were cited in the Soviet Union, 
Argentina, Iraq, East Germany and 
others. 

- This is thé International Year of the 
Child. 
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By Marcia Black 


Vashti Douhlex, a Massachusetts les- 
bian,describes her experiences at the 
October 14 Washington March for Les- 
bian and Gay Rights in the following 
letter: 

“Lesbians from Alaska, New Zealand, 


-the Rocky Mountains, from Buffalo, 


Charlotte,Minnesota, California, O- 
regon—reconnections I'd never expect- 
ed would/could happen, did happen in 
Washington beside a monument to our 
oppression as women and dykes. I 
marched carrying a banner, ‘Middle- 
aged dykes are everywhere! I marched 


at the front with thousands of lesbians 


from all over the world. . . I loved it.” 
ashti's experience describes the e- 


i 


err ers 


motions of many who were at the March. 
The issues which brought the crowd- 
estimated at 100,000 to 300,000- togeth- 
er, and which affect an estimated 20 
million lesbian and gay men in the U.S., 
were: repeal of all anti-lesbian, anti-gay 
laws; passage of a national, comprehen- 
sive lesbian/gay rights bill; a demand for 
a presidential executive order banning 
discrimination based on sexual prefer- 
ence in the federal government, the 
military, and federally contracted pri- 
vate employment; an end to discrimina- 
tion in lesbian mother and gay father 
custody cases; protection of lesbian and 
gay youth from laws which are passed to 
discriminate against or force and/or har- 
rass them in their homes, schools, jobs, 
and social environment. 

Third World Lesbians and Gays, partic- 


ipating in a three day conference before - 


the March sponsored by the National 
Coalition of Black Gays, addressed sur- 
vival issues, Third World Lesbian/Gay 
culture and history, and spiritual and 


and colors 
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larch on Washington _ 


artistic needs and achievements. They 
discussed establishing a national net- 
work for education and communication 
amorig Third World lesbians and gays. 
One recurrent issue throughout the con- 
ference and at the March concerned the 
need for Third World lesbians to ad- 
dress their own highly specific issues, 
sometimes in conflict with the need for 
Third World people to work together 
against racial oppression. 

Organizers of the March had adhered 
to a policy of guaranteeing participation 
of at least 50% women and 20% Third 
World people at all levels of the March 
Organization. It was hoped that this 
would encourage increased participa- 


‘tion of these groups in all phases of the 


gay tights movement. The coordinators 
of the March also expressed the inten- 
tion to focus future energies on grass- 
‘roots organizing and national outreach 
to lesbians and gays. 

People from every state were present. 
Third World lesbians led the March, 
followed by an all-woman contingent, 
followed by the physically challenged. 
Puerto Rican lesbians and gays then led 
the individual state-by-state contingents, 
each group carrying its own banner. The 
March was peaceful, except for one 
point when the last part was tear-gassed 
by“unidentified” people. 

The speakers at the rally also rep- 
resented a wide diversity of viewpoints. 
Audre Lorde, Black lesbian/feminist 
poet, spoke at the Third World confer- 
ence and at the rally. Juanita Ramos from 
the Comite Homosexual Latinoameric- 
anos and the New York Coalition for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights spoke of the 
specific problems faced by lesbian and 
gay Hispanics. Adelle Starr, founder of 
the Los Angeles Parents and Friends of 
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. Mother of a gay son, and her organizing 
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Gays, spoke about her experience as 


around this issue. Margo Karle, pre- 
sident of the Lambda Legal Defence 
Fund, spoke on the plight of lesbians 
and gays in prison. Meg Christian, Holly 
Near and Mary Watkins all performed, 
uplifting our spirits and bringing asense 
of unity to the thousands rallied by the 
Washington monument. 

Lobbying efforts took place Monday, 
urging Congresspeople, Committees on 
the Judiciary and Education and Labor, 
to support the gay rights bill, currently 
pending before the Senate. This bill, 
introduced by Massachusetts Senator 
Tsongas, would “prohibit discrimina- 
tion on the basis of affectional or sexual 
orientation, and for other purposes.” 
Support for this bill is especially crucial, 
as Rep. McDonald has recently submit- 
ted a resolution “expressing the sense of 
Congress that homosexual acts and the 
class of individuals who advocate such 
conduct shall never receive special con- 
sideration or a protected status under 
law.” 

People are urged to continue the lobby- 
ing effort by writing to their Congress- 
people in support of H.R. 2074. Addres- 
ses are: Honorable Silvio Conte, US 
House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515, Senator Paul Tsongas and Sen- 
ator Edward Kennedy, U.S. Senate Build- 
ing, Washington, D.C. 20510; those in 
Springfield/ Worcester area may contact 
Honorable Edward P. Ballong, US House 
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. 

Passage of the Gay Rights Bill would 
begin addressing some of the demands 
expressed by those marching on Wash- 
ington October 14; an end to all social, 
economic, judicial and legal oppression 
of lesbians and gay people. 
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Dear Valley Women’s Voice, 


The publication of newspapers which 
cover news and reports on topics of 
interest to sectors of the community 
ignored by the bourgeois, male-domin- 
ated press is a critical need in this era. 
The struggle of women is an important 
part of revolutionary change in society 
and therefore the Valley Women’s Voice 
has the capability to provide strong, 
honest and essential services in the area 
of mass communication. 

A number of your articles have been 
right on time. One that appeared in the 
October, 1979 issue was not. I am singl- 
ing out “A Taste of Honey in Michigan” 
for criticism first because the politics of 
the writers allowed them to describe the 
event in such a way that the reader gets 
the impression that a group of space 


cadets attended the conference. Second, . 


both the text of the article and the deci- 
sion to use the particular photographs 
which appear indicate that there was a 
lack of careful thought in the prepara- 
tion, which comes across as racist 
ignorance. 

One, anytime, a group of women 
gathers for a major conference it is clear 


After the October issue of the VWV 
appeared, several women expressed 
their objections to material in the “Taste 
of Honey’ article, and to our printing the 
photographs which accompanied the 


. article. The general feeling was that we 


had violated the privacy of the women 
photographed, making them unwitting- 
ly vulnerable to being used pornograph- 
ically. In addition, since the VWV is 
distributed to the community at large, 
we were charged with creating-a situa- 
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that a number of very serious issues. 


should emerge for discussion and/or be 
planned for in a formal way. This report 
of the conference makes it sound as if 


8,000 women, some of whom have prob-. 


ably had more of a taste of repression 
than of honey in their lives came togeth- 
er to party and engage in some light- 
headed hedonism. It’s very nice that 
people had such a wonderful time and 
that they should share their good feel- 
ings with others, however, the focus of 
the article is solely on the good vibes. 
Passing mention is made of women 
throwing out “scientific’ data at each 
other. Passing mention is made that 
there was tension at the conference even 
if most of the women sound as if they 
chose to ignore it and keep on stepping. 
Two, the writers seem unaware of their 
own racism (and so too seem the editors) 
when one paragraph ends with “most of 
the performers were white, and the 
workshops geared toward white wo- 
myn’s experience.,” and the next para- 
graph starts with, “One of the most 
constantly amazing things about the 
festival was the fact that it worked.” It 
goes on to say that there was a common 
sense of responsibility, trust, honesty, 


caring and nurturing of each othert...... 
Obviously, that sense of responsibility is 
not extended to talking about issues of 
oppression and race or class; about how 
women die daily in cities across the 
United States because they do not con- 
trol reproduction of human beings; of 
how there’s something wrong when 
8,000 people get together and seem 
totally insensitive to a clear message 
froma Black woman, Rashida Shah, who 
seemed to make pretty clear that the 
valley in Michigan was not the land of 
honey except in somebody's fantasy. 


Rashida did not sing her own songs, did. 


the writers ask her why? Couldn't they 
guess? It’s surprising she sang at all. 
The writers also describe a scene where 


a dance is being done with chants to 


Yemaya, an African goddess. Again they 
seem not to know the implications of 
this action for people who take their 
relationship with Yemaya seriously as 
part of a well-structured religion, not 
entertainment. A woman, whom I'll as- 
sume is white, describes the scene as 
tribal. Sounds like a statement straight 
from the lips of Miss Anne the plantation 
mistress, or a grade B Humphrey Bogart 
movie on savage Africa. No one seems 
to have noticed that the scene reads as 
cultural imperialism. African culture can 
be acted out but African reality cannot 
be discussed. , 

The photograph of the Jamaican dancer 
Adele Chu, which might in another 


Some VWV Staffers Respond. 


tion-which could easily confirm some of 
the stereotypes we’d most wish to erad- 
icate: i.e, put 8,000 lesbians together and 
they'll instantly burst into wild sex orgies; 
Black women’s “tribal” nature will inev- 
itably surface. 

This criticism, which was first ex- 
ressed privately to Marcia Black, caused 
Marcia to go back to the article and 
critically evaluate it. It was at that point 
that the racism of its contents really 
occurred to her. She discussed her feel- 


ings about the dual issues of the article’s 
racism and its infringement on women’s 
privacy with me. She also brought the 
article to Jamila and asked how she felt 
about it. Jamila and Marcia, after some 
discussions, decided that the problems 
suggested by our publishing the article 
could best be addressed if we were to 
print an open letter from Jamila to us. 

I feel that we, the members of the 
editorial task group of the collective, 
committed a severe error in judgement 


e considered artful, is simply 
insulting bere. How many nude Third 
World Women were there? ney eine 
publish the two photographs a e 
same issue with the article on sie 
Against Pornography, which complains 
about the misuse of the female form. The 
identification of Ms. Chu by her nation- 
ality seems to be an attempt at projecting 
the sense of the exotic. How 1s this 
different from white male supremacy? 

Putting out a newspaper is hard work. I 
imagine there are logistical and tech- 
nical reasons why some things slide 
while people are out hustling to get their 
act together. The women who put out 
Valley Women’s Voice and the women 
who read it deserve the most thoughtful 
kind of work that can be produced. 
This article fell back too far from any 
kind of thoughtfulness and so did the 
editors when they let it go by. I hope that 
serious activities will be undertaken to 
correct the reasons for this kind of error. 
Political criteria for making decisions 
and a staff that reflects the diverse ele- 
ments of the community it seeks to serve 
will move the newspaper in a healthier 
direction. You either will become a part 
of the solution or part of the problem 
through what you do. 


context b 


Keep on struggling, 
Jamila Gaston 


when we decided to print these mater- 
ials-- all the more severe because no 
apology can retract them. If these points 
had been presented to me at the time the 
editorial decision was made, I would 
have responded to them then by advo- 
cating the removal of the photos and 
careful editing of the article. 

I think there are three reasons why I 
didn’t object to them at all at the time. 


Continued on p.9 


eiiany new styles 


So) se skirts 
‘\ dresses 


& more... 


the grandfather shirt 


* Pullover 
shirts & 


- drawstring 
pants _/ 


15 beautiful ; : 
colors from lilac to henna... 


100% cotton! 
sole andall. é 


vinyl 
/ soled 
too! | 


# Futons 


6” thick, 100% 
cotton mattress folds for 
storage or to create a 
couch. Single, Double 
or Queen size, 


- Open Noon-7 p.m., 586-6590 
Above Bart’s, 245 Main St., N'hamp. 


Paid Political Advertisement 


There is only One Candidate for Mayor 


of Northampton 


Promising A Total Commitment 


to 


@ Public Support for a battered women’s 


shelter 


®More women Police officers in Northampton 
@A special task force to investigate the crimes 


of abuse against women 


@ Review of City laws concerning the private 
lives of its citizens (sexism, ageism, or 
enforced moral codes). 


His name is 


NORMAN SCHELL 


And your voice can make a difference 


On Nov. 6. 


Sponsored by the Committee to Elect Norman Schell 
Elizabeth Dunn, Treas., 200 Audabon Rd, Leeds. Ma.01053 


a asi, 
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LY paar: 
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OPEN 10-6 P.M., MON.-SAT. 


Agenulne pieca of peoples art. Fram all 
corners In all sizes, some with covers 

some without, some natural some fancy. 
For bread or frull, for plants or panclis. 
Contalners for use and beauty, 


NOW—trom the suthor ol 
WHEN GOD WAS A WOMAN— 


Volume IJ 
Ancient Mirrors 
of Womanhood 


Our Goddess and 
Heroine Heritage 


by Merlin Stone 


from: Africa, China, Mexico. Polynesia, 
Celric Europe and more— 


an NSB paperback $6.95 


SPECIAL “JUST PUBLISHED’ OFFER | 


$ 5 e390 on mail orders 


from: NEW SIBYLLINE BOOKS, W 
P.O. Box 266—Village Station 
_New York, N.Y. 10014 


SPINSTERS, INK 


Announces the publication of 


Give Me Your 
Good Ear 


3 novel by Maureen Brady 
$4.50 


Re-constitutin 
he World : 3 


Tha aye 8nd Vision of Adrienne Rich 
Monograph by Judith McDaniel 
$1.50 


Oka 
(eCount to bookstores on orders ot5 or more 
Make checks Payable to: 


ee RD 1, ARGYLE, NY 12809. 
" Residents add local sales tox)" 


Lolita Lebron Released 


By The Third World Women’s 
Task Force 


On September 10, 1979, Lolita Lebrun, 
Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores 
and Oscar Collazo, four Puerto Rican 
patriots incarcerated in U.S. prisons were 
given clemency by President Carter af- 
ter many years of National and Internat- 
ional pressure for their release. They are 
the longest held political prisoners in 
the Western Hemisphere. The four vi- 
sited their supporters in Chicago and 
New York before returning in triumph 
to their beloved island of Puerto Rico on 
September 12, the birthday of Don 
Pedro Albizu Campus, president of the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist Party at the 
time of their arrests. 

When Lolita Legron was first released 
from the maximum security unit in Ald- 
erson, Virginia, where she has spent the 
last twenty-five years of her life, she told 
her friends: “I have great satisfaction. 
We have succeeded in our struggle for 
victory. We are stronger than ever, more 
committed than ever. 

“Our personal freedom is not as im- 


portant as the liberation of our country... . 


If the United States had never invaded 
our country and denied us our birth- 
right, I would not have been in prison.” 

All of the prisoners have a long history 
of struggling in the most principled way 
for Puerto Rican independence and in- 
ternational human rights. They all know 
well the suffering of the working class of 
Puerto Rico because of their own exper- 
iences as children. Following is Lolita 
Lebron describing her family during the 
1920's. 


Lolita Tells Her Story 


I am Lolita Lebron, Puerto Rican 
patriot and political prisoner, born 
(November 19,1919 at Lares, P.R. 


As a little girl, 1 went to school where 
the first thing I learned was, after the bell 
rang and the line was formed, to place 
my little hand upon my heart to salute 
and pledge allegiance to the flag. I learn- 
ed afterward that the flag was the highest 
symbol of the nation, and that the nation 
was not Puerto Rico but a faraway coun- 
try named the United States of America. 
We were not taught the meaning of the 
words. Our education was taught in the 
English language by Puerto Rican teach- 
ers who had a strange sound or accent 
like this of mine. 

My classmates were very pale, sickly- 
looking children, mostly all barefoot and 
in rags, with swollen stomachs, skinny 
bodies, nervous and uneasy. Among the 
pupils were a few stable, healthy-look- 
ing and youthful children. these were 
the sons and daughters of the landown- 
ers. The meals at the school were bad, 
the sanitation’ horrible, the latrines, 
flooded. The children of the “good” 
families received their lunches, though, 


them. It was impossible to keep these 
little houses clean, because for one thing 
they were built immediately close to the 
soil. 

The peons and their families worked 
long hours for the landowners. For this 


they got a few cents. They never owned 
their homes. My father worked all his 
Life, but he got deathly sick at 42. He did 
not have a home in which to pass his last 
days nor for his widow and his children. 
I was 17 years old when my father died. 


By sixth grade, I knew that life’s les- - 


son’s held two principles: to do the will 
of God; and to do the will of the United 
States of America. 

But one day I heard myself saying; if I 
could make another world, I wouldmake 
it, a world where the hard working 
people would be able to live more abun- 
dantly, just like other people. 

I saw a peasant wife take a piece of 
meat out of the landowner’s garbage 
cans, refry it in her wood stove, and 
divide it among her five little children. 

I saw this same beautiful woman mak- 
ing an operation inside one of her breasts 


where she had developed a tumor. One 
early morning, this mother awoke her 
children and told them to kneel with her. 
‘She had a candle lit in front of us all 
kneeling there and with a stick of orange, 
went inside her breast to operate. This 


mother died of cancer-- and for the 
country. Tuberculosis and cancers were 
among the most common diseases of my 
peasants of my childhood time. 


“Our personal freedom is not as 
important as the liberation of our 
country... ” 


I remember the fiestas... how my mo- 
ther would make me ribbon bows in my 
head, and the children around me were 
so happy. Our fiestas were Lincoln’s 
Day, Washington’s Day, Columbus Day, 
Christmas and New Years-- our holidays. 

My childhood school was named 
Marianna Brasetti. We were never told 
who this woman was; I found out later 
that Marianna Brasetti was the woman 
known as the Heroine of El Grito de 
Lares. 

. El Grito de Lares is the most disting- 
uished historical event in my country. It 
was here that the first revolution for 
liberation took place among the Spanish 
conquerers, and the first free, sovereign 
republic of the people of Puerto Rico 
was declared on September 23, 1868. 

At 21, amid great difficulty and suffer- 
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2 feminist theory 
— &literature 


‘in wide selection 
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ing, I was advised to doas the other poor 


women of my country were doing-- sail 
to New York City where there was 


opportunity. My life experience there 
grew to greater knowledge of human 
oppression, exploitation, negation. 
There came a day in which I had to deny 
I was a Puerto Rican woman in order to 
get a job. 

I had heard the name of Don Pedro 
Albizu Campos and about the Ponce 
massacre, but as with most Puerto Ri- 
cans these events were not clear or 
present beyond the abstract of conscious- 
ness. Yet I can say it was the Ponce’ 
Massacre, where University students 
were attacked and murdered by U.S. 
bullets that made clear, instantly, my 
personal duty to the fatherland. 

Although myself and thousands of 
women workers were victims of the two 
unjust and oppressive concepts of trad- 
itional society; colonialism, male chauv- 
inism, were not words heard in my life’s 
younger years. 

The U.S. is struggling very hard to 
destroy the Puerto Rican family, the 
Puerto Rican revolutionaries, the Puerto- 
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_Rican would-be-born children. It steril- / 


izes our young mothers and young wo- 
men, to avoid Puerto Rican human har- 
vest, just as it has killed almost all of our 
agriculture, and many of our men in its 
wars of conquest and aggrandizement. 

U.S. weapons are used against our 
workers, against the strikers’ demanding 
their rights, against the students, against 
liberators. It is a war to the death, but the 
news of this war does not reach the 
commercial newspapers, the communi- 
cations media. And when it very rarely 
does, it is alfnost always derogatory and 
offensive to the truth and to the crux of 
the independence movement. 

The liberation forces of Puerto Rico 
and our national war continues by the 


only means possible amidst impossible 
circumstances. Don Pedro Albizu Cam- 
pos, and the other national leaders after 
he was killed --for he was released near 
death after years of electronic torture in 
U.S. prisons-- have taken the Puerto 
Rican question to the United Nations 
and other world forums, but still our 
trouble is not fully known to the world. 

We are called “terrorists” by the U.S. 
government, but I tell you, United States 
of American, look inside your heart and 
see yOur OWN ‘error. 


The Politics of Poverty: 
Women and Welfare 


Michaelann 


After more than a year of struggle and 
debate, Massachusetts recipients of 
AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children) will finally receive a 6% cost- 
of-living increase originally promised 
them under the Dukakis administration. 

The Coatition for Basic Human Needs 
(CBHN), a major welfare rights organiz- 
ation which was instrumental in apply- 
ing pressure on the King administration 
‘to pass the increase, accuses King of 
deliberately hurting the poor in order to 
keep unrealistic campaign promises to 
‘cut welfare spending, while supporting 
substantial increases in salary for legis- 
lators and state administrators. King also 
wanted to reduce the number of Emer- 
gency Assistance recipients from 

122,000 to 65,000. 

Earlier in King’s administration, during 
an all-out attack of “fraud” within the 
welfare system, King announced he had 
discovered 15,000 welfare cheaters, most 
of whom turned out to be legitimate. He 
was enjoined by Federal District Court 
Judge W. Arthur Garrity from contin- 
uing his investigation because his meth- 
ods violated the constitutional rights of 
welfare recipients. 

The average AFDC family of 4 receives 
about $370 a month. 

In the past three years, families on 
AFDC will have received a 9% total 
increase in their budget. However, na- 
tionally, the inflation rate for the past 
three years has averaged 47.8%! Ob- 
viously, there is no way for the poor to 
stay ahead of the game. AFDC recipients , 
who this month received a notice infor- 
ming them of the cost-of-living increase 
were also notified that their Food Stamp 
benefits may be reduced because-their 
monthly check amount will be more! 

Nationally, no state offers its AFDC 
recipients 100% of the poverty level. 


|loebardn Press 


PRINTING AND GRAPHIC ARTS 
COLLECTIVE 


* Books 
* Journals 
* Brochures 


* Posters 
* Pamphlets 
* Newsletters 


Haydenville, Mass. 01039 
(413) 268-7025 


Massachusetts ranks 12th by providing 
82%. The government tells us what we 
need to survive, and then provides less. 
Even the poverty level is being called . 
into question for accuracy. In 1965, the 
poverty level was equal to 46% of the 
national median income. In 1976, it 
equalled only 40%. 

Using official figures, 25 million Amer- 
icans, or 13% of the population, are 
living in poverty. Ofthese, 10 million are 
children, 3.2 million are aged, and 23 
million are blind or disabled. 93% of all 


- welfare recipients are physically handi- 


capped, aged, single mothers and child- 

ren. The myth that there are many able- 
bodied people receiving welfare benefits 
who could be working is only a myth. 
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AD 


Let’s break down the budget of a welfare 
mother of one: 

$265. Monthly AFDC Income 

150. Rent & Heat (if very lucky) 


15. Phone 
15. Electric 


15. Paper Goods 

15. Food beyond $45. Food Stamps 

55. Remaining a month for clothing for 
2 people, transportation, vitamins, type- 
writer ribbon, entertainment, news- 
paper, cigarettes, etc. 


The WOMEN’S COMMUNITY THEATRE 
presents 


Three Original One-Act plays 


“‘The Notorious 
McCorkle Sisters”’ 
“‘The American War 
Mothers”’ 
‘Ten Years After’’ 


Dec. 9 (Women only); Dec. 10: 
Dec. 15; Dec. 16(Women only). 
Munson Memorial Library on 
South Amherst Common 


8:00pm $3.00 
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What would the Amazons have done 
with a five foot tall woman? 

Would I be useful? welcome? 

or still a slave to my aging child’s body? 


When Iam alone in the woods, 

size becomes the measure of a cosmic relatedness: 
sticks as big as my wrist for fire, 

stumps as high as my knee for resting, 
mouth-level berries. 


Once I read: 

the average Apache woman is five feet tall 
& in the free days, 

she could run for a mile 

with a mouthful of water 

& not spill or swallow it. 

But who am I? 


My eyes, my brain & heart 

could power man or child. 

In truth, I suspect if ] threw away 
the judgements of the world, ; 
only my soul would need to grow, 
& my courage. 


Michaelann 


poem for winter solstice 78 or 
more simply 

for many women the longest night 

is to be beaten by a drunk or just 

j irate man who will not pass out or 
go to sleep 


there lies in a deep grave in my soul some 
very old and left-for-dead visions 
that I need to dig out 

pull out 
brush off 


and turn into warriors. 


some very old dreams, left smouldering 
over the years an uncertain fuel 
feeding us fire and fury as 


we are shoved into the gapping mouths of 
hungry children and other open graves. 

as we are twisted and broken open 

by the various arms 


left and right of 
the political machine 


until after a while we are caught sputtering: 
“oh gawd, how can one so maimed expect love?” 


and that the question lies within us is 
the most unforgivable atrocity thus far in 
this war of male hands and bulging knuckles 


bashing and bruising against us. 


but leave our hands, 


so in love with the idea 


“the gravel makes it authentic” 


you said crunching on your clamroll 
tarter sauce on your chin 

my chapped lips stinging 

with lemon juice i’d waited 

so long to be eating clams 

with you the so yellow and new 
after all that rain the wind 

blowing our napkins across the field 
your kite string tugging my hands 
like something live i didn’t know 
if i wanted to kiss or smack you 

for telling me the length 

of the string was hypotenuse 

of a triangle when 

we pulled the kite in 


it started to tangle i dashed 

across the field in my socks 
forgetting for a moment 

how it had rained my feet 

soaked by the time we got sunburned 
but the beer 

had no effect on me 

trying too hard 

to savor these details 

so in love with the idea 

of a picnic you promised me 

four nights ago leafy wet branches 
lashing the side of the house 

i was crying “what are you feeling?” 
and you rolled to face the wall 
promising we'd have a picnic 

when the sun came out 


Priscilla Lynch 


the hands of women, to wander 


and our tongues loose to 
love and speak and we, 
the armed ones, 


will take back all that 
has been torn from us. re- 
claim ourselves, limb for limb. 


drive the mechanical phallus down. 
take it by the neck, like a chicken condemned 
and wring it until it stops sqwauking. 


| the hour then giving rise 
only to the visions of women. 


Jean Fowler 


It takes a saint not to need an 
anchor in this world/ 
the poor woman lets go, 


& floats away. 
The saint has learned to steer by faith 


while the poor woman inside her 
lets go, & floats away. 

Gravity trims the sails 

of the saint. 

Confusion floods the mind 

of the poor woman inside her: 
poles disappear, the compass 
means nothing 

in between the stars. 


Michaelann 


We will be devoting two full pages month- 
ly to creative work by local women. 


Please send us your artwork, poetry, 
short fiction, or photography, along with 
a short biographical description. 


IN TONGUES 


I. 


We stood together on the shoreline. 

Wordlessly we stood and gazed out at the horizen, 
sensing, the expanse of space between us. 

I bent to the sands and gathered up pebbles to throw 
into the placid lake. 


And as the pebbles sank we watched the ripples spread 
farther and farther 

until they reached the other shore, 

taking hold then upon the soil. 


But still we could not speak, 

could not send our words ring across the waters. 
We could not yet bear to hear our pain echo 
through the trees, 

to dim into silence again. 


II 


I lay with you on the beach, surf pounding in our ears. 
No one comes to this strip of never-ending sand 
where the winter winds whip across, 

stripping the beach of the last remnants 

of summer play. 


We are alone here, under the blanket tent. 


The world has suddenly become very small, the noise 
of the sea rises very loud. 


Steam Tises from our breath, keeping us warm. 
There is nowhere to turn but towards each other. 


We speak now in monosylables; 
yes, more, now, please, love, me. 


Ill 


Your head touches the 
taking you this night. 

I listen to the river rushin 
rushing in all season. 


pillow and sleep comes, 


& by our house, constant 


Your breath is regular, deep 
I let it take me down th 


e river to m 
where we speak in tongues ee 
and are afraid no more, 
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THIS NIGHT 


There are what used to be white 
nylon curtains’ 

now yellowing and wrinkled 
by red plastic flowers, 


through hazy windows 
a streetlight shines 
in a yellow-rimmed glow, 


a man in a t-shirt sits in the kitchen 
his head resting on his arms 
folded on the table 

he is crying and sobbing 
and his children are watching 
in a kitchen smelling of spilled beer 
and cigarette ashes : 

mixed with beer 
from overturned ashtrays 


the children know how he will regularly get up 
to cough and spit in the sink ° 
then return to his crying 
they know he will again and again open the refrigerator 
for another beer 
then stagger into the bathroom 


they are praying he will soon go tosleep 


please God make him go to bed 
please God don’t let him fall 
please make him go to sleep 


their mother is hiding in another room 
in the dark the children see her frightened eyes 
in the light of her glowing cigarette ash 
she holds her breath 
when her husband comes near 
calling for her in anger 
demanding of the children 


where is she? 
where is she? 


until failing, then, to find her, 
he lapses into tears and memories 
of how he always loved her 


now, the children and mother can breathe 
he has returned into the past 
he will cry again, then, fall asleep soon 

at the kitchen table 
there will be no dinner tonight 


if they are very quiet and go to sleep 
he will get up and find his bed 

sometime in the night, 
he will go tohis bed and fall asleep 

and they will all be a then e 

i e to hurt himself or anyo 

s Be can ery and smoke and sleep soon too 
fd the may find dreams to comfort them 
: / Jeanne Kelley 


International Women’s Year 
Conference/Houston 1977: 
One More Grave for the Betrayed 


as orgasm was leaving me 
your lips soft against my skin 


eyes closed 
I heard the whisper: y se senses open 


let the witch-hunt begin 


and a thousand tender voices 


f Tose up from our heat and steam 
did you hear it? : 


b. 

I have heard that whisper and seen 

that fantasy of fire before. surely 

everyday one can smell the death of women. 


not new to any of us. 
that insidious odour gassing our existence. ' 


permeating everything. 

is born within conference halls. is 
harboured there. is kept inside the circle 
of homophobes and property pimps. 


becomes a blades. cuts the clitoris away. 

becomes a law whose lesson is the stake. 

becomes the betrayal of tortured confessions. 
becomes the daughter who, by forced hands, must 
dance in the dead ash once know to her as 


mother 


that insidious odour, 

hides in the homes of men. 

tries to disguise the deadness. 

tries to look like life, 

lies to us of love 

blurts out it’s stench in the newsprint. 


those are our deaths 


as we bleed through t.v. screens 
and ooze 
out 
of 
cheap raunchy magazines 


that is us. 

our very presence. 

stroking the heat 

pumping the blaze. 

c. 

We thirst. 

we are choked up our of the 

rasping throats of the multitudes. afterall, 


we are beasts of beauty. creatures of warmth. 
bound by the blood of women before us we consort. 
with every pain and pound of our flesh we feed the fire. 


as the stains land across our faces we denounce their lies. 
from out of all burial grounds we uncover our truths. 


that they have always been our dreams deferred. 
our sleep disturbed. those are our lives 
chewed up then crapped back out into 
our laps, those are our eyes 
with rage frothing over... 


I know. 
d 


I know 

I need to burn 
the flesh from 

my mothers bone. 


for all our lives we have been 
each others lover, though estranged. 
each others passion and fear, denied. 


for as long as we have lived 
a world of men has stood between us, 
as we have stood breast to breast... 


come closer 

let me stroke you 

lay my lips soft against your skin 

in these days of anne frank all over again. 
as the bellows pump the flame and the 
crackling of the kindling begins. 

as soft hissing sounds are 


turned into the roar: _you lesbian 
I know [ need to burn 
my mother’s flesh 


from my bone. 


Jean Fowler 
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The Valley Women’s Martial Arts School 


FIGHTING BACK 


s women have begun to 
identify rapeand other 

<f@e=— formsof violence against 

women as subtly sanctioned forms of 
institutional terror under patriarchy, we 
have become aware that it is necessary 
for us to reverse the condition of our 
imposed helplessness physically, as well 
as culturally and economically. 

Classes in karate and self-defense for 
women have evolved as a vital tool 
enabling us, in the words of Holly Near, 
to “fight back in large numbers.” Here in 
the Valley, an important landmark a- 
midst other developing avenues of fe- 
minist work is the Valley Women’s Mar- 
tial Arts School, now located in Spring- 
field. Wendi Dragonfire, who manages 
and teaches the school, operates it ac- 
cording to a philosophy which takes a 
comprehensive view of what our bodies 
mean to us as women, rather than re- 
garding the martial arts only as practical 
survival skills, to be used like whistles or 
mace guns. 

“Women face violence every day,” 
she says, “from men we know and those 
we don’t know. Most of us were alien- 
ated from our bodies when we were 
young, and therefore have less confid- 
ence in our bodies. But we can learn 
both basic physical skills, and a basic 
knowledge of our bodies and how we 
can make them work for us. By develop- 
ing a realistic sense of our own skills, we 
can develop the confidence to use those 
skills. 

“In martial arts, in order to under- 
stand what you're doing you must find 
out who you are. The first four to five 
months of training, women are totally 
elated. For many it’s the first time they've 
done something completely for them- 
selves. After that the excitement starts to 
wear off with the grind of having to 


MAIN 
STREET 
FRAMES 


the creative 
picture framer 


* professional service 
* or do-it-yourself 


18 Main St. 
256-0321 
Tues.-Sat. 10-5 


on the common in Amherst 


The 
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We are a storefront co-op of around 400 

members. A 13/2: hour work requirement 

per month can be met ina number of ways. 

We carry produce, dairy, bread, grains, nut 
_ butters, oils, etc. 


Corner of Union & Market St’s, Northampton 
M,12-5;W,Th EF, 10-8;S,12-5. 
Phone, 584-9704 


learn. At this point the woman must 
decide whether she really wants to do it 
in the long run. She has to realize that 
nobody is making her do this. 

“In the karate world there’s a saying 
that for every 1,000 students, one will 
actually stick with it to blackbelt. In 
women’s karate there’s less of a dropout 


rate. Maybe it’s because there’s more ofa 
necessity in our lives for defending our- 
selves.” ‘ 

Wendi emphasizes that martial arts 


.are concerned with more than physical 


dexterity. “One problem in our society is 
that people are either physical or cere- 
bral. In martial arts you have to be both-- 
and it enhances both physical and mental 
abilities. It’s an incredibly taxing discip- 


' line. But the more you tax your body or 


brain, the stronger it gets.” She is quick 
to point out that the rigorous level of 
work demanded in martial arts is some- 
thing anyone who perseveres can work 
herself up to; athletic ability and great 
physical strength are by no means 
prerequisites. 

Wendi has been involved in teaching 
martial arts long before the present in- 
carnation of the dojo in Springfield. She 
ran a school in Madison, Wisconsin for 
three years. When she arrived in the 
Valley two years ago to participate in a 
women’s training camp, Banshee, who 
ran the dojo in Northampton at that time 
asked her to come back to teach for a 
month, and subsequently asked her to 
stay. Wendi points out that although 
people here have a tendency to limit the 
history of the school to two years, it 
actually goes further back. 

From the begining, the Northampton 
space wasn’t big enough. In addition, 
Banshee and Wendi felt that they want- 
ed to be teaching different kinds of 
women, and not limit the availability of 
their resources to the predominantly 
white, middle-class students who pop- 
ulated the town. In order to effectively 
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By Harriet Malinowitz 
reach women of color, urban women, 
working women, and women of different 
sexual orientations, it would be necessary 
to move. When Banshee decided in the 
Spring of 1978 to take a year off, Wendi 
decided to relocate the school in Spring- 
field. She had been teaching at the 
YWCA there for a year already, and 
simply incorporated her Northampton 
and Springfield groups. The Northamp- 
ton students could carpool, so the school 
remained accessible to anyone who was 
interested. The move was made that 
September. 

Beyond their functions as defense and 
discipline techniques, martial arts are for 
Wendi a unique art form. Those of us 


who have seen her remarkably choreo- 
graphed karate in concert with Holly 
Near have some sense of the power 
martial arts can invoke artistically. Says 
Wendi, “The better you understand the 
art form, the better you understand the 
street application. You can move grace- 
fully with conviction and relaxation. It’s 


incredibly inspiring-- the best way to - 


reach women is not to get out and punch 
each other, but to show the art. One of 


the reasons I like to perform with Holly 
is that her song is amazingly powerful- 


the two work well together.” 

Wendi also works with other music; 
one of her favorites is Cris Williamson’s 
“Waterfall.” “What it (Waterfall) says is 
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really important to women. It is oe 
soft, very slow; the emphasis 15 not pe 
on power but on grace and flow, the 
power of being in control of your body 
rather than the power of hitting hard.’ 
She says one reason she likes to do it 
publicly is that it gives women reasons 
to believe they too might have that 
strength, control, and power. - 

Wendi says that the potential of any 
woman who has studied the martial arts 
to actually fight back when confronted 
with a violent situation, depends on the 
individual woman: it is largely a matter 
of attitude and situation rather than how 
long she has studied. In the school, 
things are put in street terms through 
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Wendi Dragonfire 
(right) instructs 
students at Valley 
Women’s Martial 
] Arts School. 
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self-defense role playing. But nobody 
can tell a woman when to fight back;: 
each woman must decide that for herself 

Wendi does work with women’s most 
common fears, and develops options for 
coping with them. Women who have 
studied at the dojo say they feel freer to 
walk around at night. 

About 100 women have already been 
trained at the school; 40 are there now. 
Wendi has just rented the other half of 
the building in which the school is 
houses and can now have 100 women 
working out at the same time. She would 
love to have more women at the school, 
and with the expanded space, could 
handle an enrollment of 200-300. 
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LESBIAN MOTHERS: 


RE a TC 


He and she and baby make three, 
I swear they're making 
crazy people out of me. 


Holly Near 


In a homophobic culture that’s stuck 
securely on the heterosexual couple as 
the basis for what makes a “family”, 
lesbian mothers get swept under the 
rug. , 

Weare either shunned or ignored. Even 
in lesbian circles we often feel alienated, 
especially if the lesbians are separatist 
and we have sons. 

We are faced with either frontiering a 
new way of parenting (new to our pat- 
riarchal culture, anyway) or holding our 
beliefs and ideas to the wind and setting 
out to “find a man”, ie. a father for our 
children. Why or if a father is necessary 
for a child becomes irrelevent. 

We can't make believe that everything 
is fine when we are surrounded by a 
culture that says “no”. 

According to one lesbian mother, “We 
must first accept that we are different, 
second that we will probably face many 
difficulties (because of this difference) 
and finally, learn to deal with it without 
abandoning our own beliefs.” 

Two of the prominent problems faced 
by lesbian mothers are defining roles 
and dealing with guilt. 

Role definition becomes a “family 
problem” in a lesbian household, es- 
pecially when the other woman is not a 
mother. Oris she another mother? Is she 
justa good friend ora room-mate? Or, to 
make sure we cover all bases, is she a 


father? (The last question is not as bi- 
zarre as it sounds: my son called my 
lover “daddy” several times after she 
‘first moved in with us. 


Continued from p.4 


One is that the size of our collective is 
very small compared to the size of work 
which must be done to put out a monthly 
newspaper. There are, as Jamila suggests, 
a mffftitude of “logistical and technical 
reasons” why, in our scramble simply to 
survive, we sometimes fall short of our 
own standards of quality and integrity. In 
this particular case, I didn’t have much 
time to spend with this material before 
preparing it for production. 

The second reason we printed the 
photos arose from a certain distortion of 
perspective. Cloisered for many hours 
inside the Everywoman’s Center, it’s 


easy to forget that not only women (let © 


alone not only feminists!) read the VWV. 
We forget that material printed in our 
paper is subject to misinterpretation and 


sana conan 


sa : ER AS ETRE ER PE ETE 


(This poses a new question. Was he in 
need of a father figure or “a man around 
the house? Or did his expression signal 
the role confusion we all shared?) De- 
fining roles becomes a household “who's 
who” in which all the things you thought 
you didn’t believe anymore make their 
way back into your consciousness. 

The second problem, guilt, is some- 
thing which many lesbian mothers say is 
not a problem anymore or never was. 
But I still get twinges thinking about 
what might happen if his friends and 
teachers knew, what they might say to 
him, and how he would deal with it. [can 
imagine some kid saying, “Oh, gross, I 
hear your mother is a lezzie.” And I 
wonder, will my child someday suc- 
cumb to society’s cruel incantations and 
grow to hate me for being who I am? 

For a non-parent woman in a relation- 
ship with a mother, pangs of guilt may 
make their way onto the scene also. 
When she sees the new questions the 
relationship extracts from the child, she 
wonders if maybe she should just make 
a quick exit. Questions like “Will I be the 
cause of making my lover's child hate 
her?” are not fun to wonder about. 

Now, while all these issues are boiling 
back on the ranch, the outside world has 
the incredible nerve to go on. Lesbians 
all over the place are proclaiming their 
love for each other and their pride in it. 

“Coming out” is a serious decision for 
any lesbian, but for a lesbian mother it is 
often impossible. She feels left out of the 
mainstream, and custody battles are ugly 

“wars where the mother’s sexual pre- 
ference is sure to be used against her. 

It is treated as criminal action. It is 
“unhealthy.” 

A frightening point is that many fathers 
_who instigated these custody battles 


misuse. Instead, we envisioned our aud- 
ience as Valley women who may or may 
not have attended the Festival, who 
would be glad to have this memento as 
part of their personal cultural archive. 
This, clearly, was a mistake, as our aud- 
ience is diverse and ever-widening. 
The third reason I can give for my own 
approval: of running the article and 
photos is, simply, the strands of my own 
racism. By this, I mean a chronic lapse of 
certain cognitive faculties. Had there 
been sexist material in the article, a 
buzzer would have sounded immediat- 
ely inside me, and I would have inter- 
cepted the offensive passages. But my 
eyes are untrained, my brain is unpract- 
iced, and by buzzer has been unplugged 
for a long time when it comes to res- 
ponding to racist messages. I believe that 
sometimes the most insidious forms of 


oe 
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never intended to actually have the child 
living with them. It’s rather a way to get 
back at their ex-wives--to vent their 
anger over the thought of a woman 
taking his place both in the home and in 
bed. (However, men tend not to realize 
that no woman in a lesbian household 
wants to be a father. It is more a matter of 
creating an alternative space. ; 

Then there are those fathers who take a 
child from her or his mother because 
they are convinced it is for “the best.” Do 
they really want their children? Shouldn't 
children be where they are most want- 
ed?--Loved, and not “protected” from 
something which has been defined as 
deviant? 

This society backs lesbian mothers into 
a corner. It defines as good and right the 
love of a heterosexual mother, and 

wrong or bad the love of a lesbian. 
These are just a few of the issues faced 
by lesbian mothers. Not only are we 
different mothers, but different lesbians 
as well, 
en we have sons, there’s the added 


racism are no more —and no less-- than 
sins of omission. So much has been 
omitted from my education, and from 
the process of my socialization, that my 
reaction itself is omitted when I am 
confronted with racist stimuli. 

I feel that Jamila’s letter begins to fill in 
some of the gaps, to compensate for tiny 
parts of this mass omission. I don’t want 
to say: “Give me my education; tell me 
these things | don’t know.” This is not 
information which can be extorted; nei- 
ther are these definitions which can be 
bought across a table. Yet I feel that this 
is the time to ask if we can begin to share 
our knowledge. I wish that Third World 
women would respond to this exchange 
of letters by coming to work with us on 
the Valley Women’s Voice. Media can 
have a great power, and at the same 
time--as we know from years of seeing 


NO EASY ANSWERS 


difficulty of separatism, or, what role do 
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we play in the emergence of a female 
culture? If ideally we were to pack our 
bags and move to an all female island, as 
Jill Johnston suggests in her book, “Les- 
bian Nation”, do I have to leave my child 
behind with the men? 

After living with my son for six years, 
we've grown to love each other dearly. 
We're true friends and I couldn't leave 
that behind. But I don’t like feeling as 
though I should apologize for it. 

The future is scary. Maybe he will grow . 
up to hate me, maybe he will turn out to 
be some kind of macho creep! But for 
now, I must take my chances. 

It helps to know that there are other 
lesbian mothers who are willing to take 
the chances in order to be what they 
want to be. But it would help so much if 
more lesbians would recognize our 
unique situation and support us--not 
only with smiling acceptance if we have 
daughters, but with understanding if we 
have sons. 


Martial Arts 


women. Day and evening classes are 
offered, and a special children’s class for 
girls 7-12 years old meets Saturday mor- 
nings. Self-defense courses begin every 
eight weeks; karate can be begun any- 


time. Call the school for further inform- 
ation. 


Wendi is currently in the process of 
writing grants for scholarship money. 
She is also desparately trying to raise 
money for equipment-- mats, mirrors, 
punching bags, weights, and weight 
benches. All donations are welcome. To 
contact her she may be reached at the 
school; 732-8118. 


our lives distorted and “omitted” in the 
straight press-- it can have a terrible 
power. If we can pool the clarity of our 
visions--if women of different racial 
backgrounds can collaborate the strength 
of our intelligences--then we will begin 
in earnest to wrest the power out of age- 
old myths and fallacies, and invest all our 
lives with the integrity and dignity they 
deserve. 
Harriet Malinowitz 

GWOT Dd 


I continue to feel troubled about the 
inclusion of the “Taste of Honey” article 
in the last issue of the VWV; it has raised 
several issues for me which can not 
easily be resolved. The racism in the 
article I do not deny, and I agree with 
Harriet that the article should have been 


edited, and that we on the VWV must 
Continued on p.11 
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Thursday 1 


“OBSTACLES TO WOMEN: Scientific Sexism,” 
given by Lili Hornig in the Browsing Room, 
Neilson Library, Smith College, 7:30 p.m. 

WOMEN’S MEDIA PROJECT: a women's radio 
show tram 7-10 p.m. every Thursday on WMUA, 
91.1 FM. Music, news, and other events of 
interest to all women. 


e 

Friday 2 

PUBLIC HEARING on the Treatment of Women 
Under Social Security sponsored by the National 
Cammission in Boston. 

JUDY POLAN at the Second Fret Coffeehouse, 21 
Pleasant St., Northampton. Traditional and con- 
temporary folk music, women’s music, and fun 
stuff. Shows at 8 and 10 


Saturday 3 


FREE DEMONSTRATION ~ of foot reflexology, 10 
a.m.—12 noon at 17 Kellogg Ave., Amherst, given 
by Debra Waldron, certified practitioner. 

KAYMARION‘S ARTSHOW: Part One: Becoming a 
tesbian. A slideshow presentation at the East End 
loft of Violet Ray Theatre, 19 Hawley St., North- 
ampton, Sat. for lesbians only; Sun., all welcome. 
Admission $2.00. Space open 7-10. Show at 8 
p.m. 


Sunday 4 


SALLY GEARHART, author of The Wanderground, 
The Feminist Tarot, and Loving Women/Loving 
Men, will be having an autograph party at 
Womonfyre Books, 2-4 p.m. Refreshments will 
be served, Free. She will also be reading at 
Chrysalis Theater (located above Fitzqilly's); there 
will be an admission charge. 


Monday 5 


WOMEN’S DAY WORKSHOP sponsored by the 
Commission on the Status of Women at the 
Sheraton-Boston Hotel in Boston. 

LESBIAN AL-ANON MEETING ongoing discussion 
group for all lesbians whose lives have been 
affected by someone else’s drinking problem. 
Common Womon Club, 78 Masonic St., North- 
ampton, 7:30-9 p.m. Call 584-2062 or 737-5403 
for more information. 


Tuesday 6 


FILM SERIES: “In the Best Interests of the Children” 
“About Lesbian Mothers,” and "A Comedy in 6 
Unnatural Acts.” Free. For more info call 545- 
0983. UMass, Campus Center 176. 

“PSYCHOLOGICAL CHALLENGES and Women’s 
Creativity” given by Ruth Moulton, at Seelye Hall 
10, Smith College, 7:30 p.m. 

SUPPORT GROUP for emotionally or physically’ 
abused women, ongoing. Hampden County 
Women’s Center, 347 St. James Ave., Spring- 
field. For more info, call 739-4444. 


Wednesday 7 


SUPPORT GROUP started by single parents but not 
just for them at the Hampden County Women’s 
Canter, 347 St. James Ave., Springfield. For more 
info call 739-4444, Ongoing. 


- Calendar 


Thursday 8 


FOOT REFLEXOLOGY WORKSHOP 6:30-9:30 p.m. 


at 17 Kellogg Ave., Amherst, instructed by Debra 
Waldron, certified pratitioner. For preregistration 
and info., call 549-5885. 


MISCHIEF MIME THEATRE, in a benefit for the 
VALLEY WOMEN’S VOICE. Shimgumdo 
Temple. 49 Pearl St., at 7:30. $2 60. 


Friday 9 


“CAN WE RETREAT FROM EQUALITY?” 
an update on the ERA, with Colette Roberts. 
Chairperson of Greater Springfield NOW, at the 
YWCA “Nooning With A Difference" buffet lunch 
and speaker series, Springfield YWCA, 26 
Howard St., Springfield. $2 includes buffet lunch, 
11:45-12:15 p.m. and speaker, 12:15-1:00. 
Phone reservations required by 6:00 p.m. on 
November 7. 


Saturday 10 


MENSTRUAL POWERS, a one day workshop in 
Amherst with Laura Punnett and Jean-Janani 
Erlbaum offering open ciscussions, self-exam, 
womancraft to celebrate our cycles. Call 773- 
9744 or 584-2062 for more info. 

“OPTIONS IN SCIENCE: Careers Beyond Medicine 
and Academic Research” at Seelye Hall 10, Smith 
College, 9 a.m. 

KAYMARION’S-ART SHOW Part Two: Becoming a 
Sister. A slide and film show at the East End Loft 
of Vialat Ray Theatre, 19 Hawley St., Narth- 
ampton. Sat. for lesbians only. Admission $2.00 
Space opens 7-10. Show at 8 p.m. Also held on 
Sunday. 


NOK 


Sunday 11 


JEWISH LESBIAN DISCUSSION GROUP will 
have a potluck dinner at 7 p.m. For info call 584- 
2925 or 665-4705. 

MIKE SEEGER AND ALICE GERRARD, with the 
New Harmony Sisterhood Band, in concert 
singing “Songs of the Laboring People” at8 p.m., 
Buckley Recita! Hall, Amherst College. Admission 
is $4.00/$3.50 in advance from the Pioneer 
Vatley Folklore Society, Box 803, Nothampton. 
Concert sponsored in part by the Massachusetts 
Council on the Arts and Humanities and the 
Amherst College Department of Music. 

ART SHOWS through Sunday. Pleasant St. Gal- 
lery. 37 So. Pleasant St., Amherst—work of Helen 
Levitt, Jacqueline Hayden, others. And Pratt 
Gallery—37 So. Pleasant St., Amherst. “Vari- 
ations on Two Themes—Kites and Musicians, 
1926-Present.” Work by Theo Fried. 


Monday 12 


LESBIAN AL-ANON MEETING ongoing discussion 
group for all lesbians whose lives have been 
affected by someone else's drinking problem. 
Common Womon Club, Northampton, 7:30-9 
p.m. 


Tuesday 13 


FILM SERIES: "Never Give Up: Imogen Cunning- 
ham,” and another film about a woman artist. 
UMass, Campus Center 804. 8 p.m. Free. For 
more info, call 545-0983. . : 

WOMEN’S FESTIVAL OF ART will celebrate its 
opening with refreshments. The art display will 
run through Nov. 20 from 9-5 every day at 
Southwest Women’s Center. 

SUPPORT GROUP for emotionally or physically 
abused women at the Hampden County Women’s 
Center. 


Wednesday 14 


SUPPORT GROUP started by single parents 
but not just for them, at the Hampdan County 
Women's Center. 


Thursday 15 


MAGNETIC HEALING DEMONSTRATION. 3 local 
women will offer a shared healing experience and 
information. Admission $3.50. For info and pre- 
registration call -549-5885. 

FOOT REFLEXOLOGY WORKSHOP 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
at 17 Kellogg Ave., Amherst, instructed by Debra 
Waldron, certified practitioner, For preregistra- 
tion and info call 549-5885. 


Friday 16 


VALLEY WOMEN’S MARTIAL ARTS SCHOOL, 
Springfield, Extravaganza. 8:00 p.m. Raftle 
tickets for $1.00 at door—win free karate les- 
sons. For info call 732-8188. Demonstration. 
Fund raiser. 

LINDA TILLERY, Mary Watkins, & Rashida Shah 
in concert at the Fine Arts Center, UMass. Tickets 
available at Womontfyre. 


Saturday 17 


ALIVE! Awomen’s contemporary jazz ensemble from 
the San Francisco Bay area will perform at Bowker 
Auditorium, UMass, 8 p.m, Suggested ticket price 
$4.50. A discount is availble with the purchase of 
tickets for Mary Watkins and Linda Tillery. Tickets 
available at TIX and Everywoman’s Center, Forthe 
Record, Bookswap, and Womonfyre. For child 
care call Erin at 413-584-3394. 

KAYMARION’S ART SHOW Part Three: Becoming a 


Mother. A slide and film show at the East End Loft 
of Violet Ray Theatre, 19 Hawley St., North- 
ampton. Sat. for lesbians only. Admission $2.00. 
Space open 7-10 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. Also held 
on Sunday. 


Monday 19 


LECTURE SERIES at Boston College: Pat We 
speak on “The Feminism of the Ecology, @n i 
Ecology of Fominism,” and Jan Raymond wi 
speak on “Feminism, Fetishism, and Genatic 

hnology.” d ‘ 
ceaptan ALLANON MEETING ongoing discussion 
for all lesbians whose lives have been affected by 
someone else's drinking problem. Common 
Womon Club, Northampton, 7:30-9. 


Tuesday 20 


SUPPORT GROUP for emotionally or physically , 
abused women at the Hampden County Women's 


Center. 


Saturday 24 


; KAYMARION’S ART SHOW Silent Slide Review 
open to everyone in the East End Loft of Violet Ray 
Theatre, 19 Hawley St., Northampton. Space 
open 7-10 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. 


Sunday 25 


KAYMARION‘S ART SHOW Summary Celebra- 
tion open to everyone. In the East End Loft of 
Violet Ray Theatre, 19 Hawley St., Northampton. 
Admission $2.00. Space open 7-10. Show at 8 
p.m. 


Monday 26 


“POLITICAL POWER" lecture given by Janet Walsh 
Brown, Seelye Hall 10, Smith College, 7:30 p.m. 

LESBIAN AL-ANON MEETING, Common Womon 
Club, Northampton, 7:30-9 p.m. 


Tuesday 27 


WOMEN AND ALCOHOL WORKSHOP at the 
Everywoman’s Center. For more info call 549- 
2671, ext. 186. 

FREE POPULATION EDUCATION workshops 
through Friday, Nov. 30. Workshops and infor- 
mation sessions are being offered to educators, 
environmental groups, and civic leaders in the 
Hampden/Hampshire county area by the Popu- 
lation Education Unit of Zero Population Growth 
from the national office in Washington. D.C. For 
more info contact Lorraine and Robert Remillard, 
230 North St., Northampton, or Eileen and David 
Pratt, 38 Ellsworth Ave., Springfield. 


Wednesday 28 


WOMEN AND ALCOHOL workshop at the 


Everywoman’s Center. For more info call §49- 
2671, ext. 186. 


Thursday 29 


WOMEN AND ALCOHOL WORKSHOP at the 
Everywoman’s Center. For more info. call 549- 


Friday 30 


JUDY POLAN at the Chelsea House, West 
Brattleboro, Vermont. ‘ 


Annou! 


Support Groups 


There will be several support groups beginning at 
Everywoman’s Center for women who have been 
victims of rape or domestic violence. The rape-victim 
support group will meet initially on Tuesday, Oct. 307 
at EWC from 4:30-6 p.m., and will be facilitated by 
several Counselor/Advocates from the Center. The 
group. for victims of battering and other forms of 
domestic violence will meet initially on Weds., Oct. 
31 at EWC from 4:30-6 p.m. This group will be co- 
facilitated by Estelle Maartman-Moe from the Uni- 
versity Health Services and Myra Hindu of EWC. 
Future group meeting times will be determined by 
group participants. The groups will meet for 10 
weeks. For further information contact Myra Hindus 
at Everywoman’s Center, 545-0883. 


Domestic Violence 
Conference 


The National Conference on Domestic Violence will 
.be held from February 27-March 1 in Washington 
D.C. Planned as a conference for members of the 
Nationa! Coalition, this meeting will include work- 
shops on coalescing, legislation and media planning. 
For further information contact Joani Kamman, 310 
Main St., Greenfield, Ma. 01301. 


Alcohol Education 


The Alcohol Education Project, located at the UMass 
Health Services, is an agency with the primary goal of 
promoting responsible decision making cancerning 
alcohol use on the UMass campus. The project offers 
alcohol education through various alcohol related 
workshops, information and referrals. The project has 
recently revised theic women and alcohol workshop 
which will be offered on Nov. 27, 28 and 29th at 
EWC. We hope to have follow-up workshops branch- 
ing from the women and alcohol workshop to address 
the specific needs of lasbians and alcohol. Our long 
term goal is to form a task force dealing with alcohol 
alternative avents for lesbians. All women welcome. 
For more info, call the Project at 549-2671, ext. 186. 


Support Group 

Recovéring Anorexic Women who Would like tojoina 
support group: call Hyde, weekdays 7-8 a.m. or after 
11 p.m. at 367-9916, weekends, keep trying. Or 
write, Box 171, Montague, Ma. 01358. 


Homebirth Classes 


HOMEBIRTH, Inc. will sponsor morning class series 
for prospective couples wishing’‘to prepare far a 
homebirth. Series to start’shortly. Cal] Denise. 734- 
2726 for more information. 


Gay Counseling 
Service | 


The Gay Counseling Collective offers one-to-one 
peer counseling and drop-in counseling regarding 
issues of caming out, sexual identity. and gay Ilfe- 
style. Counselors are available by phone and for drop- 
in counseling Mon. through Thurs. evenings and 
Friday afternoons at 406F (2nd floor Student Union, 
UMass). Call 545-2645 for specific hours. Messages 
can be left with a 24-hour answering service, and 
someone from the counseling collective will contact 
you. There is no charge for services. 


WORKSHOPS 


FOOT REFLEXOLOGY WORKSHOP Nov. 8 and 
Nov. 15. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at 17 Kellogg Ave. Amherst. 
Instructed by Debra Waldron, Certified Practitioner. 
Theory, technique, supervised practice, one to one 
contact, and written handouts provided. For pre- 
registration, call 549-5885. 


CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP for women. Ex- 


plore writing, movement & body consciousness. : 
Writing exercises, theater work, meditation, story- - 
telling. sharing, Sat. Nov. 10. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $20. Call : 


Marty 586-2807. 


PR/Outreach Help 
Sought 


The Public Relations/Outreach Program at Every- 
woman's Center is seeking woman volunteers in- 
terested in acquiring and/or sharing skills in mass 
communication, public speaking. making and dis- 
tributing publicity packages. If you are interested, 
contact Jamila Gaston at EWC. Applications arn due 
by November 6. The first meeting of the PR/O willbe 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 7 from 7-8:30 p.m. at 
Everywoman’s Center. There will be a childcare area. 


SERVICES 


CARPENTRY: Union carpenter apprentice seeks odd 
jobs in trade. Weekends or bad weather days.with 
sliding scale of $4-$5 per hour. Call Louise at 586- 
1110. 

MOVING-HAULING: Exp. reliable, careful & cheap 
womon’s moving co. Call AMAZON MOVERS 584- 
3394, 


PLANT RENTALS - Maintenance. No more watering, 
worrying or buying plants for your business, office or 
restaurant. Complete designing and maintenance. 
Exp. w/ref. Call Gail 739-3304 after 3 p.m. 


EMPLOYMENT 


PROJECT COORDINATOR Statewid consumer and 
environmental advocacy group seeks campus based 
project coordinators in Boston, Amherst. Advanced 


ents 


Spinsters, Ink. 
To Solicit 


Spinsters, Ink, a feminist publishing company, willbe 
reading manuscripts through Dec., 1979. They are 
interested in publishing one book length fiction, i.e:, 
novel or short-story collection, and one pamphlet 
length essay (15-30 pages) with a political feminist or 
women’s studies theme. They will not be reading 
poetry manuscripts at this time nor will they be able 
to provide criticism or other explicit feedback for the 
manuscripts they read. Send manuscripts with SASE 
to: Spinsters, Ink, R.D. 1. Argyle, New York 12809. 


degree oF experience. Administrative, organizing. 
communication skills essential. Send resume tor 
Susan Kohler Gray, Mass PIRG, 233 North Pleasant 
St., Amherst MA 01002. Equal opportunity employer. 


PN 
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HOUSING 


Feminist housemate(s) wanted to share very com- 
fortable S. Deerfield home w/2 other women. Preter 
nonsmoker, 25 or over. Private bedroom & study 
available now. House. has many special features. 
Quiet location near bus route & stores. Rent — 
Negotiable depending on number of women. approx. 
$100/month plus. utilities, 6653528. evenings. 


HOMELAND 


_What’s Good for General. Motors 


!s Good For 


al omeland, a play by Selaelo’ 


Maredi and Steve Friedman, performed 
by the New York based Modern Times 
Theatre Company, was presented in 
Bowker Auditorium, UMass, on October 
14. 

Itisa play that teases the brain— witha 
switchblade called politics based on 
reality. The characterizations are sharp 
and issues are raised in a clear, focused 
way. Homeland hits its audience in the 
center of the brain and in the solar 
plexus, forcing you to think critically. 
The theme is racism in South Africa and 
the United States. The writers compare 
pare the condition of twowomen, Keent- 
sung, a young South African house ser- 
vant for an English family of liberal 
oppressors and Francis, a Black woman 
who lives in Harlem and is ready to 
retire but is still working for a 
family of white liberal oppressors in 
Connecticut. 

The Kenilworths , Keentseng’s master 
and mistress are one of the corporate 
families for the General Motors corpora- 
tion in South Africa. They consider 
themselves a cut above the backward 
Afrikaners and fantasize that they are 
quite good to “them”, the Black Africans. 
Mrs. Kenilworth complains constantly 
about how the Black servants are unrel- 
iable, always going off to get married or 
getting pregnant and leaving their poor, 
dear daughter Tina without a compan- 
ion. 
monologue about the trials and tribula- 
.tions of the poor white people of South 
Africa, she continually orders Keentsung 
about. At one point, Mr. Kenilworth (a 
public relations man for GM) comes into 


ws. at last! 
the 


Valley Women’s Voice 
& the GPC present... 


: @ e 
mischief 

| mime co 

Thurs. Nov. 8 7:30pm 


49 Pearl St, Northampton 
$2 . Women only* 


Mary Watkins 
x and band * 
musician’s musican 


General Adm: $5.00 
Discount with purchase 
of Nov. 17 Alive Concert 


Wheelchair accessible 
Childcare provided. 


The Slaves, Too _ 


While indulging herself in her. 


+& Proceeds to Benefit the Valley Women’s Voice 


UPC Productions and Mia Blues Project 
present 


An Evening of Black Women’s Music 


jazz & jazz fusion 
with 


announce that the entire family is toleave_ 
for New York that evening to take a 
special report to the main office. 

The scene at the airport where the 
Kenilworths describe why they arrived 
late in New York makes it clear to the 
audience that the life of Black Africans in 
South Africa is nothing more than a 
vicious and inhumane form of slavery. 
Concerned with their needs, their bus- 
iness, their future, the Kenilworths re- 
main unaware of their participation in 
the perpetuation of this condition. Keen- 
tsung is shown here as little more than a 
beast of burden as they become angry 
with her when getting her passport from 
the government costs $400 and a day’s 
delay. 

In New York, the Kenilworths meet 
their United States counterpaerts and 
Keentseng meets Francis, the maid for 
the wealthy Sloan family. Francis, de- 
picted as a hard-working, serious, don’t- 
take-no-mess woman, wants to retire on 
SSI benefits. Her employer, a pseudo- 
slick, fashionable matron, cannot bear 
the thought of losing good help, and she 
refuses to sign the form releasing Francis 
to retire. Meanwhile both Mr. and Mrs. 
Sloan make a very visible show of how 
Francis is their friend, a part of the family, 
etc: how the way they treat Francis is so 
much more humane than the way the 
South African s treat their Blacks. 
While Mr. Sloan and Mr. Kenilworth 
share General Motor’s contingency plan 
--in case of a Black uprising over the 
South African government-their wives 
get stoned, share their lives, and trade 
secrets. Francis meanwhile opens Keent- 
sungs eyes to the reality that while you 
eat a little better and get paid more, the 
United States is no different than South 
Africa. 5 


- Fri. Nov. 9 


8:00pm 

Student Union Ballroom 
_ UMass, Amherst 

$1 Everyone 


Linda Tillery 
* and band * 
bammie award winner 


and _ introducing 


- Rashida Shah 


*% and band * 


popular Boston area jazz vocalist 


SS Friday, Nov. 16, 
Fine Arts Center Hall 
UMass, Amherst 


8:00pm 


Tickets: 
Womonfyre, Northampton 
Tix, UMass 
For the Record, Amherst 
Bookswap, Greenfield 
Reservations 266-6953 


During the course of the dramatic 
comedy, the two Black women realize 
they share a common oppression. The 
solution to their problem is also a com- 
mon one; to struggle and not to submit. 
By the end of the play, Francis has used 
the U.S. Immigration laws to make Mr. 
Kenilworth give Keentsung her passport 
so she can choose to stay in the country. 
Wanting to avoid a scene which would 


hit the headlines, he complies. Francis 


then demands that her employers sign 
her retirement papers. When they refuse 
she produces their own GM ‘Uprising 
Contingency’ plan she’s managed to ob- 
tain. Reluctantly, Mr. Sloan must sign her 
life back over to her. 

The epilogue shows Keentsung on a 
subway platform at 125th and Lenox 
Ave. in New York City, waiting with 
hundreds of other Black women travel- 


Continued from p.9 


consciously expand our dialogue with 
Third World women. We must be care- 
ful that we do not misuse the power of 
media, but instead channel it towards 
the transformation of consciousness and 
of oppressive conditions. 


I am less clear about the issues of 
privacy and the violation of woman’s 
space that have been raised. I keep 
remembering my first reactions to the 
article and to the photos-- my feelings of 
exhiliration and joy that such a gather- 
ing of women was possible. I keep 
asking myself-- if we can’t publish such 
unabashed expressions and descriptions 
of our own experience in our own les- 
bian and women’s publications, then 
where? I look at the photo’s and I become 
confused about how the process of losing 
control of ourselves and our bodies 
begins, and where pornography takes 
over. Is publication of the photos porn- 
ographic simply because some men’s 
eyes will grate over the surface of the 
page? Do we censor ourselves because 
of this unwanted audience? I want to say 
no, but then remember that it is not just 


SATURDAY, NOV. 17 8:00PM | 
BOWKER AUDITORIUM, UMASS 
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ing to their day jobs with families in 
Connecticut, It’s made clear here that 
there are no easy answers, but her mes- 
sage is up: the struggle will continue a 
long time, but ultimately the oppressed 
will win. 

The acting was good and the play 
provided everyone with a number of 
issues to turn over in their heads. The 
actors appeared at the end of the per- 
formance to explain that not one found- 
ation or Arts Council has ever given 
Modern Times Theatre one cent. They 
are popular but broke. (Any support for 
their work would be greatly appreciated!) 
Roberta Uno of Student Activities at 
UMass can be reached for more inform- 
ation about the group’s history, reper- 
toire, funding, and availability. 

The message of Homeland is well 
worth keeping in the front lines. 


men’s eyes which have been trained to 
receive images in certain ways. F 

I ask myself-- if that had been my 
naked body displayed on that page, no 
matter what the intention, would I have 
allowed the photos to be printed? And 
of course | say no. I realize that I no 
longer connect to visual images on a 
visceral level: I do not experience them 
in my body and so my ethical judge- 
ments become impaired. I realize how 
pornography has infiltrated my being; 
daily surrounded by pornographic uses 
of women’s bodies, I no longer see 
clearly, and I am not always able to feel 
the immediacy (as opposed to-the idea) 
of our common connections as women, 

Placed in a different context, these 
issues would, perhaps, not be problems. 
But given that the VWV does have a 
wide, uncontrolled circulation, what cri- 
teria must we use for lesbian articles? 
We do not want to deny ourselves the 
space to explore, discuss, celebrate, but 
we also do not want to make ourselves 
more vulnerable to patriarchal distort- 
ions. 


Marcia Black 


Suggested ticket price: $4.50 


Discount available with purchase 
of Nov. 16 Concert of Linda Tillery 
Mary Watkins/Rashida Shah. 


Tickets: 

Womonfyre, Northampton 
Tix, UMass 

For the Record, Amherst 
Bookswap, Greefield. 


fh 


For Childcare and Reservations call 


413-584-3394 


Co-sponsored by Five College Lesbian 
and Women’s Center 


WELL, MY SISTER 
HELPED Me CLEAR 


; AT THE CRAFT FAIR... 
: N 


ae 


02,8; 


a 


a 
int 


. scarves and shawls in beautiful colors 


Piittows 


bags 
belts 
from $8 


Devora Cohen 
584-7738 


3s aes: on the 
LoS HEARTH 


The 
DEACON'S 
DAUGHTER 


Pottery 


porcelain 
studio/gallery 
123 hawley street 
northampton, mass. 01060 

(turn at jack august) 


Custont Leather 
work 
- unusual gift itens 


aS ee? 
Qi) ~~ ”, 
Louise Henry #1 Kellogg Road 
268-7437 Haydenville 


(413) 586-3424 
Jane Hillman, Potter 


3 LEONE 


Stained Glass Classes 


4 
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Custom Stained Glass 
Glass Etchings 


Gift Certificates for custom work, 
supplies, or classes 


For someone who has everything, give an etching 
of their company logo, or their favorite saying, or a 
stained-glass window, mirror, or box. 


Judy Staggs The Glassmyth 
ai: 413-592-0584 - P.O. Box 1082 
After 5pm or weekends Springfield, Ma: 01101 


POT KNOTS AND OTHER 
ORIGINAL MACRAME 


design your own DESIGNS 
handwoven fabric 
or 2 - plant hangers wall hangings 
Christmas ornaments 
tapestry ; se 
Commissions | Partial barter . ow 
Elaine Barker @ 


available 
584-1470 


accepted 


ae 
RFD #3 Amherst 
549-1087 ¢ 


Peecenseoseseseceseocasenorens 


Marjorie Siegel 


Hunting Hills Pottery 


3rd Annual Sale 


Selling firsts, seconds, closeouts. 


Muriel “Boots’’ Walker 


at 


Billings Brown, 

Sawmill Products 

North Leverett Road 

(off Route 63.in Montague) 


Nov. 24 & 25 
12 to5 


J 


by ‘Myril Sheer 


WELL,UH, “ee ne PS 
EY MIST 
HRESE YOUR RINGS¢) [= 


~~ 
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Beautiful 

gifts from 

original hand 

screened fabric: 

scarves, pillows, 

clothing, tablewear, 
joys 


BIRDCLOUD 


STUDIO 


P.O. Box 104 
Haydenville, Ma. 
O1O039 


268-7025 of 268-7800 


peg gerard 


distinctive window tapestries 
unique wall hangings 

fiber jewelry 
studio: 

18 Main Street 


Amherst, MA 


Thurs. & Fri. 10-5 
or by appointment 


256-8859 


Fine hand made jewelry 
in silver and gold 


ORION DESIGN 


Old County Rd. 
Rowe, Ma. 01367 
413-339-4829 


varied price range 
custom orders accepted 


There's nothing like the feel of pure silk . . . 
Beautiful hand dyed silk batik blouses, 
scarves and custom clothing. 


Unique Batik by pat Hayes 
Call 584-3555 


aay ee 
Endless Thread 
baskets . 


Sturdy Work Apron 


stripad denim or 
for goodies, gifts, Solid color cotton 
without pockets $8 
with pockets s9 


cobras... 
To Bigg 
send for free Catalogue to: ore 


The Endless Thread 
Old County Road 
Rowe, Ma. 01367 


( mize ) 
\S Crap’ 

Joanne Parke 

586-2740 


Box 297 


Northampton 


le 


